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gularity ot the formation, had the air of a bare Scottish
moorland in the bleak end of autumn; and the resem-
blance set a higher value on the warmth of the sun and
the brightness of the sea. I wakened suddenly to
remember Kalaupapa and my playmates of two days
before. Could I have forgotten ? Was I happy again ?
Had the shadow, the sorrow, and the obligation faded
already?"

From this expedition he returned to complete his
preparations for immediate departure. The family now
possessed an unrivalled fund of information about "the,
Islands," and had accumulated not only the necessary
stores but also a collection of all the resources of civili-
sation best fitted to appeal to the native heart, ranging
from magic lanterns and American hand-organs to
" cheap and bad cigars." The only difficulty was the
ship, and the Morning Star not being available, the
Equator, a trading schooner of sixty-two tons register,
Captain Denis Reid, was chartered. The terms agreed
upon were original and entertaining; Stevenson paid a
lump sum down for a four months' cruise, with a pro-
viso for renewal, if necessary. The ship agreed for a
fixed daily extra price to land at any place in the line of
its trading cruise on Stevenson's written demand. On
the other hand, when it stopped anywhere for its own
business, were it only to land a sewing-machine or to
take on board a ton of copra, it was bound, if the char-
terer so desired, to remain there three days without
extra charge.

The 24th of June arrived: Stevenson and his wife
and stepson were on board with the indispensable Ah
Fu, and the schooner was ready to cast off. At the the sin-
